Elder Questionnaire

Memorial Parkway Church of Christ

Huntsville, Alabama

 
The congregation has indicated a desire for you to be considered for the eldership.  If you are agreeable to further consideration, please complete the following list of statements crucial to the nature of this work.  Indicate “Yes” or “No” in the space provided.  Please be prepared to elaborate and discuss your answers.

1. Do you believe the Bible to be the verbally inspired Word of God? ______

2. Do you believe the Bible to be the absolute standard in determining right from wrong?   ______

3. Do you believe cultural changes have negated or changed matters of faith and doctrine, such as the role of women, as spelled out in the New Testament?  ______

4. Do you believe that the Holy Spirit operates only through the Word in both the alien sinner and the Christian?  ______

Do you believe miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit exist today among Christians?_____ 

5. Do you believe that God effected creation through an evolutionary process?______ 

Did God create the world in six literal days? ______


6. Do you believe that God has given pattern authority  in the New Testament for the organization, worship, and functioning of His church today?  ______

7. Do you subscribe to the “New Hermeneutic” method of interpreting the Scriptures?___    

Are the books of Acts through Revelation non-binding because they are only love letters? ______

8. Does God’s grace extend to overlooking doctrinal error? ______

9. Do you believe the Bible sets forth the woman’s role in the church that must be followed today?  ______

10. Do you believe and/or teach that women may pray, teach in mixed (men’s and women’s) classes or assemblies?  ______

11. Would it be in harmony with the scriptures for women to assume a perceived leadership role in worship, such as serving the Lord’s Supper, ushering, etc.? ______

12. Do you believe all prophecies have been fulfilled?  ______

13. Do you see any harm in current brotherhood periodicals such as “Wineskins”  Magazine?  ______

14. Do you believe that a person can receive forgiveness for an unscriptural marriage by simply obeying the gospel?  ______

15. Do you believe or teach that there are any grounds for divorce and remarriage with God’s approval other than fornication (sexual immorality)/adultery, as spelled out in Matthew 19:9?  ______ 

16. Does God’s law concerning marriage and divorce apply to both the Christian and non-Christian?  ______

17. Do you believe that it is in the realm of Christian liberty to drink alcoholic beverages, even in moderation? ______

18. Do you believe that Christians may participate in social dancing? ______

19. Do you believe that faith, repentance, confession, and baptism are all necessary to our salvation?  ______

20. Do you believe that any accountable unbaptized person can or will be saved? ______

21. Do you believe that God gave a plan for man’s salvation? ______

That man must comply with the conditions of His plan or be lost?  ______

22. Do you believe we should accept without question those from denominations who claim a valid baptism?  ______

23. Do you believe that we are saved through God’s grace alone?  ______

24. Do you believe that one can become a Christian without becoming a member of the church of Christ?  ______

25. Do you believe that all faithful Christians are in the church of Christ, and that none are to be found in denominations?  ______

26. Do you believe that the kingdom and the church are the same and that the borders of the kingdom do not extend beyond the church of Christ?  ______

27. Do you believe that cooperative effort in caring for the indigent and preaching the gospel is scriptural?  ______

28. Do you believe it is a prerogative of the local congregations to determine which works it will engage in (including support of orphan’s homes, etc.)?  ______

29. Do you believe we should practice discipline, even to the point of withdrawing fellowship from the impenitent sinner?  ______

30. Do you believe willful absence from worship is a sin even to the point of withdrawing fellowship from those who habitually absent themselves from worship?  ______

31. Do you believe a congregation should speak out against false teachers and warn congregations that use them?  ______

32. Do you believe it is proper to identify doctrinal error, including the individual or organization promoting such, publicly using as a guide refuting error as widely as it is being proclaimed?  ______

33. Do you believe that the Lord’s Supper may be observed on any day other than the first day of the week? ______

34. Would you advocate participation in joint worship services with denominations such as “Promise Keepers,” etc.? ______

Do you believe that such would be permissible?  ______

35. Do you believe that instrumental music in worship is sinful, unscriptural, and that without repentance one will be lost for so sinning?  ______

36. Do you believe it would be permissible to clap hands, shout, or otherwise display intense emotions at certain times during worship?  ______

37. Is there anything scripturally wrong with using special singing groups, choirs, and/or solos as part of our worship? ______

38. Do you think it would be within the area of good judgment to routinely disband a worship service (say, Sunday night) in favor of cottage bible studies in the members homes?  ______

39. Is there danger in using the modern versions and paraphrases?  ______

Do elders have the responsibility to require that certain versions be used in worship and       in classroom teaching? ______

40. Do you believe the elders have a responsibility to query prospective members regarding their doctrinal position on pertinent issues, marriage relationship, and/or other data that gives insight into their spirituality, to include indicating this in writing?  ______

41. Do you believe it is possible for an elder to become disqualified and thus need to resign?  ______

42. Will you support or ratify decisions that have been made by the existing eldership that are now in force?  ______

43. Will you freely accept and fully support the decisions of the eldership once they are made regardless of what your own personal position regarding a particular matter might have been?  _____

44. Do you believe the elders have the final authority in making decisions in matters of expediency for the local congregation?  ______

45.  Do you believe/teach that the church of Christ had its beginning during the Restoration Movement? ______

46.  Do you believe brethren generally have failed to understand the true teaching of the Bible on grace? ______

47.  Do you believe/teach that baptism is for the remission of sins must  be understood by the believer for a baptism to be valid? ______

48.  Would you support changing worship services regardless of Biblical teaching in order to adapt to cultural changes in our society? ______

49.  Do you believe/teach that there is a “core” element of Bible truth that can be isolated as being the irreducible minimum and unexceedable maximum used as a test of fellowship? ______

50.  Do you believe/teach that Restoration is an ongoing process, never an accomplished fact? ______

51.  Do you believe that elders have a responsibility to insure that only Biblical truth is taught in the songs we sing? ______
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